SWEDEN  FED  THROUGH  A  CAGE   III
about as Norway did. That is the core of the nervousness in
Sweden. Here again, the Nazis are exercising their deadly
effect on the spirits, the hopes, and the futures of an in-
nocent people, although their armies do not tramp the
streets. Every man and woman in Sweden experiences the
daily influences of the Nazi blight without hearing the echo
of a single Reichswehr boot.
A "curious detail of war, however, has literally floated
on to the streets of Sweden. Sixty or seventy great gray
balloons, broken away from England's balloon barrage,
have been carried by the air current of the North Sea
across this water to Sweden. From time to time these
immense inflated silks have landed there, dragging their long
steel cables across high tension wires. Over comes the bal-
loon, and out go the lights. Sweden often has " balloon
black-outs " that disrupt her trains for a while and cost her
time and money. But, even so, Sweden doesn't mind. In
fact, for the last few months, whenever one was spotted
that might not land, a fighter plane was sent up to shoot it
down. Sweden wants the silk.
Our charge d'affaires, Winthrop Greene, invited me to
address the American Club the day before I left. I tried
as best I could to emphasize what America's force of arms
would mean as its impact was felt abroad. To all the
Swedish leaders the effect of America's force in World War
II was something of an enigma. German propaganda took
the line that it was, " if not too little, still too late/5 And,
naturally, the Germans foster the question in all neutral
countries as to what America could do, anyway, that was
decisive on the continent of Europe. "America is too far
away, and it is too late this time." That is the German
theme song in Sweden as elsewhere.
I pointed out that America's 1942 war expenditure
represents the fantastic sum of fifty billion dollars, 136
million dollars a day. I tried to emphasize that this meant
expenditures, not appropriations. Li 1943, America's war
expenditures will represent seventy-five billion, a larger per-
centage of national income than any other country is
devoting to war and far exceeding the maximum percentage
that Hitler ever spent. I reminded them that the sum of
seventy-five billion dollars exceeds the entire national in-